
The most notable restoration project so far in 
2017 has been the beautifully reconstructed 
Pratt-Read glider. Museum docent, airplane 
builder and glider pilot Pete Graven was the 
lead craftsman during the process where the 
crushed left wing was completely rebuilt. Half 
of this rare glider remains exposed to reveal 
its intricate construction, while the other half 
is painted in its original U.S. Navy livery. Come 
see the Pratt-Read today, now installed in the 
Museum’s Side Gallery!

Some of the Museum’s most important renovations won’t 
appear on the events calendar – the Inspiration Begins Here! 
Campaign continues to make upgrades to our facilities to 
ensure that visitors have the best experience we can offer. 

The Museum of Flight has been busy hosting a variety of 
events this year for guests of all ages. Your campaign support is 
providing students with more access to programs like Women 
Fly!, the annual engineering fair and SpaceFest 2017: The Lunar 
Legacy, where they interacted with industry professionals and 
planned next steps for a career in aerospace. We also celebrated 
your outstanding generosity and unveiled the permanent 
campaign donor wall located in the Aviation Pavilion and a 
special video to express our gratitude.

The Inspiration Begins Here! Campaign reached – and exceeded! – its ambitious 
goals at the end of 2016. The Museum of Flight is still hard at work creating 
incredible things for our community with your generous support. New exhibits 
to spark your imagination, engaging events to interact with industry experts, 
and so much more – we couldn’t have done it without you. Thank you! 

As we plan ahead for the next several months, we want to keep the momentum 
going. Continuing to support your Museum will ensure that the groundwork 
laid by the Inspiration Begins Here! Campaign will grow and flourish for many 
years to come.
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FACILITIES
Your campaign support is hard at work behind the scenes by 
adding new bathrooms in the lobby, repaving the parking lot 
and fixing the roof of the T.A. Wilson Great Gallery. It’s these 
little things that all add up to make a BIG difference!

EVENTS

For more info about how your gift is impacting the Museum,  
please contact Trip Switzer, VP of Development at 206.764.5721



EDUCATION

A lot has happened at the Museum since the opening of the Aviation Pavilion last summer. Perhaps the 
most anticipated unveiling has been the new Apollo exhibit that opened in May 2017, featuring personal 
items from astronaut Pete Conrad, a full-size Saturn V rocket and pieces of the Apollo 12 and 16 engines 
that were recovered from the Atlantic Ocean. Funds from the Inspiration Begins Here! Campaign remodeled 
the Flight Zone in May 2016, and now it has a new name to go with it; the Peggy and Steve Fossett 
Flight Zone will continue to provide a launch site for eager young learners enrolled in our Fossett Flyers 
programs. And coming this fall, a unique exhibit about aviation safety that will be spread out over the 
entire Museum. Inspired by the work of 2017 Pathfinder Ken Higgins, this new feature will show how flight 
test safety has improved dramatically in just a few decades.

The Education programs that you helped launch during the campaign are now 
in full swing! The free Connections program has been growing strong since 
February 2016, with special member events like Museum sleepovers and an 
advanced screening of the film Hidden Figures. Our ACE summer camps for all 
ages are one of our most popular programs – thanks to you, we now offer sessions 
over spring and Thanksgiving breaks too. The inaugural class of the Aeronautical 
Science Pathway program graduated this spring; 21 students completed their 
extracurricular studies with an impressive 63 high school credits and 470 college 
credits between them!

EXHIBITS
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