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It’s official, the much anticipated Aviation Pavilion is now 
boarding! At double the size the Museum offers more than ever. 
The building, which broke ground in April 2015, provides 140,000 
additional square feet of space for our exhibits, Education and 
ACE camp programs, docent tours, living history and so much 
more! From the bustling Kidport to the engineering themed 

SUMMER 2016

Mike Sinnett grew up in St. Louis, Missouri. His love of aviation 
began early; as a child, he liked to read his father’s aerospace 
trade magazines while he was at work. Mike eventually went 
on to earn bachelors and master’s degrees in Aerospace 
Engineering from the University of Missouri – Rolla. 

Mike joined the Boeing team in 1991 to serve on the 
Dreamliner project where he was responsible for design, 
performance, certification and delivery including flight test, 
technical configuration, product integrity and safety of the 
iconic jetliner. He served as chief project engineer for the 787 
program for nearly four years and led the Systems team for the 
787 program for more than seven years prior to that. Mike was 
one of three members of the leadership team to work on the 
787 from initiation through first delivery – although Mike is 
quick to point out that it took the efforts of thousands of men 
and women around the world to create and bring to market 
the super-efficient new jetliner. 

The work that goes into creating a revolutionary new aircraft 
takes incredible foresight. The design decisions made in the 
earliest planning stages often occur more than a decade before 

The Museum’s Exhibits team worked assiduously to get 
everything ready for the Aviation Pavilion’s donor and 
member opening events. Their hard work and dedication to 
creating engaging, beautiful features for our visitors is what 
makes the Museum such an incredible place – thank you!

Back row (L to R): Peder Nelson, Chris Mailander, Patrick Kam, 
Allen Edwards, PJ Muller, Geoff Nunn. Front row (L to R): Cody 
Othoudt, Tad Cornwell, Robert “Woody” Wood, Michael Thomas, 
Melissa Snyder.

DONOR FEATURE: MIKE SINNETT
the aircraft ever hits the runway, and long before designers 
can draw from consumer insights. This forward-looking 
understanding of the aerospace world is exactly why Mike 
joined the Museum’s Inspiration Begins Here! Campaign.  

It only takes a single “spark” of inspiration for a young mind 
to open to the limitless possibilities of the future. And with a 
predicted demand for over 600,000 aerospace positions by the 
year 2034, the need to prepare learners for careers in science, 
technology, engineering and math (STEM) is greater than ever. 
The Inspiration Begins Here! Campaign is already making strides 
to fill this future need: Connections, the Boeing Academy for 
STEM Learning, and remodeled kid-focused exhibits like the 
Flight Zone are just some ways that campaign supporters are 
ensuring future growth of the aerospace industry. 

The 787 Dreamliner is the perfect example of what happens 
when someone asks, “What if?” What if we do something we’ve 
never done before? What if we have the power to inspire the 
future? The Museum knows that the future begins now, and 
inspiration begins here. 

AMOUNT RAISED TO DATE 
FOR $77 MILLION GOAL: $71 MILLION | 92%

WELCOME TO THE MUSEUM’S NEW AVIATION PAVILION!
education stations to the virtual reality tours of several of the 
Museum’s treasured aircraft, our newest gallery is making a 
lasting impact on visitors. Your enthusiasm and dedication 
made this incredible building possible. Thank you to 
everyone who helped bring the new Aviation Pavilion to life! 

THANK YOU EXHIBITS TEAM



BRINGING HISTORY TO LIFE

PAINT THE AVE TO THE PAV

Our Aviation Pavilion grand opening was spectacular! Donors gathered to celebrate 
over dinner, live music and cocktails, and members enjoyed a day of family fun just in 
time for Father’s Day. The June 25th public opening of the Aviation Pavilion was also 
a huge success. Museum visitors excitedly toured the new space, and chatted with 
living history characters and our famed and friendly team of retired flight attendants. 
Meanwhile children painted giant airplanes on the sidewalk lining the Pavilion and 
put the new Kidport to the test.
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