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THE MUSEUM ACQUIRED the veteran 
B-52G Stratofortress #59-2584 when it was 
retired from service by the United States Air 
Force. It had accumulated 15,305 hours of 
flight time and had played at integral role 
in bringing 591 American prisoners of war 
home as part of Operation Linebacker II (OLB 
II) in 1972 during the Vietnam War. When 
the Museum received the B-52 it didn’t have 
enough space for the massive aircraft on its 
main campus at Boeing Field; the B-52 sat 
quietly for 20 years at Paine Field in Everett, 
until it was “rediscovered” by some familiar 
faces.

Former B-52 navigator Carl Hanson-
Carnethon was planning a reunion in 2012 
with several of his fellow E-12 crewmembers. 
They wanted to reconnect with each other 
and revisit the aircraft they flew together 
during OLB II. The reunion convinced the 

flew for Northwest as a pilot. In 1965, Major Schierman was shot down, 
his fate unknown. “I flew with him,” remembers Jevne. “All of us knew he 
was MIA. All of us at Northwest. But you don’t know... you don’t know 
anything.” 

In 1973, Major Schierman was released from a Prisoner of War 
camp in northern Vietnam and returned to life in the US. He eventually 
resumed piloting for Northwest Airlines.

Northwest Airlines was one of several involved in the evacuation of 
Saigon in 1975. Darlene Jevne crewed the last Northwest flight out of the 
city as it fell. “It was absolute chaos,” she says. “People knew that if they 
did not get on the aircraft... ” She pauses. “It was life or death.”

Chaos indeed. Mothers, unable to fit themselves on the planes, passed 
their children to those boarding. “The pilot kept saying we had to shut 
the door, we’re too heavy. We’re not going to get off the ground.” Packed 
well past its normal load, the distinctive red-tailed Northwest aircraft 
lumbered down the runway before finally lifting off. 

That red tail of a Northwest aircraft was a welcome signal to soldiers 
on the ground. They knew it was their ride home. “We were there for 
years welcoming home the troops. They were so happy to see Americans. 
We were there in our Northwest uniforms. And they got an ice-cold 
Cokes and sandwiches and they were happy.”

Darlene, and the Vietnam veterans she served, is why The Museum 
of Flight chose to build the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Park at its main 
Tukwila campus. As part of the larger Project Welcome Home initiative, 
the park honors those who served during one of the most difficult times 
in our country’s history. A dedication ceremony will take place on May 
25 at 11:00 a.m. to open the park to the public. Please join us in saying 
“Welcome Home” to our veterans. 

Museum that although the B-52 was rusted 
and run-down, it still held a special place 
in the hearts of many veterans across the 
country. Museum Trustee Jim Farmer also 
flew B-52s in Vietnam and has been a tireless 
advocate for the restoration of #59-2584. A 
committee of veterans, including Jim, began 
to envision more than simply restoring the 
aircraft; they saw an opportunity to properly 
honor veterans of the Vietnam War, many of 
whom hadn’t been recognized when they 
returned home from their service. The Project 
Welcome Home campaign to restore the B-52 
and build the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Park was born from this vision.

Project Welcome Home began in earnest 
in 2017 when the B-52 was repainted in its 
original Vietnam-era camouflage livery and 
carefully disassembled. Many of the smaller 
pieces were easily transported down to the 

Museum over several weeks, but the 159-foot 
fuselage and the 92-foot wings required a 
bit more planning. These final pieces were 
transported on semi trucks and escorted by 
the Washington State Patrol and the Tukwila 
Police and Fire Departments, avoiding 
highway overpasses and road construction 
between Everett and Tukwila. More than 
300 supporters welcomed the trucks as 
they backed into the parking lot of Raisbeck 
Aviation High School at the Museum. The 
B-52 was reassembled last June next to the 
site where the park is being constructed.

A committee of Vietnam veterans has 
guided our Project Welcome Home efforts 
every step of the way; their perspectives and 
military experience ensure that the park, 
and our supporting programs, are respectful 
and meaningful to all veterans who served 
between 1955 and 1975. Although the park’s 
name and design have changed since we 
began, our mission remains the same: to 
honor the legacies of the many veterans who 
were not recognized or welcomed when 
they returned home. The Memorial Park will 
encourage an important conversation in our 
community about those who served, how 
they were treated when they returned home, 
and the conflicting narratives perpetuated by 
the media about the Vietnam War.

Join us for the momentous opening 
and dedication of the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Park on Saturday, May 25 over 
Memorial Day weekend. See ad on back 
cover for details.

FLIGHTS TO VIETNAM 
WERE ALL TROOPS, 
THEY WERE FULLY 
DRESSED, ALL 
THEIR GEAR, GUNS, 
EVERYTHING.

A rendering of 
the Vietnam 
Veterans 
Memorial 
Park with the 
Museum's B-52G 
Stratofortress as 
the centerpiece.

Neil Armstrong 
(second from 
left) poses with 
his high school 
jazz quartet, 
the Mississippi 
Moonshiners.

THE EXHIBITION DESTINATION MOON: 
The Apollo 11 Mission is now open and tells 
the story of how NASA landed the first people 
on the surface of the Moon. Though the 
key artifacts and much of the interpretation 
was developed by the Smithsonian and has 
remained constant throughout the tour, 
each host venue has had the opportunity to 
enhance this wonderful exhibition with its own 
materials. We have taken a similar approach, 
supplementing the artifacts and interpretive 
content on display to create a truly unique 
experience for our visitors. 

One custom addition, which appears 
halfway through the exhibit, is a highly 
unique selection of artifacts from the personal 
collection of Neil Armstrong. The Museum 
worked closely with the Armstrong family—in 
particular his youngest son, Mark—to curate 
a selection of objects that reflect the family’s 
memory of Neil. The display juxtaposes objects 
of great significance to aerospace history, and 
to the Space Race, with pieces that represent a 
more personal side of the man best known as 
the first Moonwalker.

Included in the collection are fragments 
of the original 1903 Wright Flyer, the world’s 
first airplane, which Armstrong carried with 
him to the Moon. These relics representing 
the continuum of aviation history sit above 
Armstrong’s Congressional Space Medal 
of Honor, which was the first such award 
presented. Armstrong’s medal was bestowed 
by President Jimmy Carter during a ceremony 
in 1978. Though other Apollo astronauts have 
received the award, this was the only one 
presented for a Moon landing.

Flanking these pieces of aerospace history 
are a selection of musical programs and a 
euphonium which belonged to Armstrong. 
In addition to being an incredible pilot and 
astronaut, Armstrong was a proud band nerd. 
The programs detail performances dating back 
to Armstrong’s days at Blume High School, 
where he not only played in the school band, 
but also entertained students before assemblies 
with his jazz quartet, the perhaps prophetically 
named Mississippi Moonshiners. A second 
display case nearby holds an official NASA 
flight suit issued to Armstrong. The suit fit 

A Unique Tribute 
to Neil Armstrong

Armstrong poorly, so he preferred not to wear 
it in his official duties, but for years after he left 
NASA, it served as a coverall when working on 
his farm in Ohio.

We are incredibly grateful to Mark and the 
rest of the Armstrong family for helping us 
to provide this peek into the less well-known 
side of Neil Armstrong. This tribute display 
represents just one of the unique additions to 
Destination Moon, which can only be seen here 
at The Museum of Flight.
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COURTESY OF THE ARMSTRONG FAMILY

New Park Set to Open in May
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Aircraft Fly-Overs, Color Guard,
Vietnam Veteran Pinning Ceremony, and so much more!

9305 East Marginal Way South, Tukwila, Washington - Behind the Aviation Pavilion

The Museum of Flight invites 
you to this momentous occasion!

Vietnam Veterans Memorial Park

GRAND
OPENING & 
DEDICATION

Special thanks to:

FREE & 
Open to 

the Public

May 25
11 a.m.

SATURDAY

Memorial Day Weekend
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