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MUSEUM MUSINGS

Our favorite time of year here at the Museum is early August, when the Blue Angels 
come to visit. But before they land at Boeing Field, we want to help you get your Blue 
Angels fix by sharing some fascinating historical facts found in our library.

BY: IRENE JAGLA, CONTENT MARKETING MANAGER

BY: LOUISA GAYLORD, DEVELOPMENT COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR

Test Your Blue 
Angel Knowledge

Post-War Interest
After World War II, the United States focused on 
hurrying back to business as usual. Rebuilding the 
economy and transitioning into peace time were the 
priorities, and attention shifted away from boosting 
the military. However, some Naval Aviators wanted to 
share their newfound skills in the skies with people back 
home, so fleet Admiral Chester Y. Nimitz created a flight 
exhibition team to represent the Navy at air shows with 
a home base in Jacksonville, Florida.

The First Blue Angel
WWII ace Butch Voris is widely known as the very 
first Navy Blue Angel. He was one of the Navy’s first 
qualified night fighter pilots. Voris was shot down in 
Guadalcanal, but his injuries didn't prevent him from 
putting on amazing air show! 

What's In A Name?
In 1946, the Jax News (the local paper in Jacksonville) 
did some old-school crowdsourcing and ran a contest 
asking the community to help name this new air show 
team. Some of the submissions included: Com-bats; 
Death-Cheaters; Sky-Jackers; The Flying Buccaneers; 
The Sea Eagles; The Skyscrapers; Navy Cats: and, Strat-
O-Cats (among others). None of the names seemed 
right, and the contest never produced a name that the 
team liked.

The First Plane
The first plane to fly with the Blue Angels was the 
Grumman F6F-5 Hellcat. It was powered by a 2,000-hp 
Pratt and Whitney R-2800-10W engine which ensured 
it could reach a 380 mph maximum speed and a nearly 
3,000-feet-per-minute climb rate. 

First Birthday!
April 18, 1946 is commonly known to be the date 
when the Blue Angels were officially established. 
However, the Blue Angels like to celebrate their 
birthday in June, because they did their first public 
show on June 15th, 1946. 

The Physics of Flight
The Blue Angels are known for incredibly precise 
formations, and they make these formations work with 
the help of physics. During their flights, a huge amount 
of air pressure builds up around the planes, creating 
a kind of cushion. When this happens, one plane can 
actually cause another plane to move. Although the 
planes themselves don't touch, their cushions do. 

All About Teamwork
When the Blue Angels are based in Pensacola, Florida, their 
practice itinerary is grueling, as is their travel schedule: the 
team flies in shows all across the country for most of the 
year. In order for the team to put on a good show, they have 
to work together well. That's why the selection process for 
Blue Angels pilots is so extensive. Prospective applicants 
travel with the team to experience the work schedule, and 
the team has a chance to vet the applicants' personalities 
and temperaments. 

The Unforgettable Phantom
In 1969, the Blue Angels starting flying the McDonnell 
Douglas F4-J Phantom II. Built to intercept enemy aircraft, 
the Phantom II can go from standing start to four miles 
high in 48 seconds. More than 643,000 fasteners hold it 
together, and the Phantom required 97 crewmembers to 
support it, 35 of whom traveled to show sites. 

Women Fly!
Penny Edwards was the first ever enlisted woman to join the 
team in the 1978 season as an aviation electrician. It took 
some time, though, for women to enter the pilot's seat. In 
2014, Capt. Katie Higgins, USMC, became the first woman 
to be a Blue Angels pilot. 

Dawn of the Skyhawk
After the Phantom II came the McDonnell Douglas A-4 
Skyhawk in 1974, which 
had better maneuverability and could get closer to the 
crowds. It also moved better in small spaces and consumed 
less fuel than the twin 
engine Phantom. It 
served with the Blue 
Angels through the 
1986 season, when 
it was replaced by 
the McDonnell 
Douglas F/A-18 
Hornet.

Now that you’re 
equipped with 
some facts about the 
Blue Angels, be sure to 
join us for Jet Blast Bash 
to see them take off from 
Boeing Field August 3-4. 

That of the 270 Moon 
rocks that the Nixon 
administration gave to 
various nations, about 
180 are unaccounted 
for? Joe Gutheinz, 
also known as the 
Moon rock hunter, led 
an undercover law 
enforcement operation 
called Operation 
Lunar Eclipse, partially 
funded by billionaire 
H. Ross Perot, to 
locate the Moon 
rocks, some of the 
most valuable items 
on Earth. Gutheinz 
and a team of federal 
agents recovered the 
Honduras Goodwill 
Moon Rock from the 
Apollo 17 mission, 
which was worth over 
$5 million. 

#DidYouKnow

THE NEW VIETNAM VETERANS Memorial 
Park, which had been under construction 
since the beginning of the year, officially 
opened to the public over Memorial Day 
weekend in May. The dedication ceremony 
featured General Jim Mattis, USMC (Ret) 
and 26th US Secretary of Defense as the 
keynote speaker, as well as representatives 
from the City of Tukwila, Boeing Defense, 
Washington State Department of Veterans 
Affairs, the Museum’s Board of Trustees 
and members of the Project Welcome Home 
veteran committee. The momentous day also 

included flyovers from the Cascade Warbirds, 
and a Vietnam-era Huey.

Over 3,000 people turned out to see 
the new Memorial Park, and 400 people 
watched the ceremony livestream online. 
Flags representing the five branches of US 
military, the POW/MIA and American flags 
were solemnly raised by the University of 
Washington ROTC Joint Honor Guard as the 
national anthem and a selection from Dvorak’s 
9th symphony played.

“Veterans initiated and led this project 
from the start. With Museum leadership, they 

met to determine what should happen to the 
B-52, and it became clear that a bigger purpose 
was called for. What began simply as the 
restoration of an aircraft, quickly transformed 
into something much more,” says Museum 
President Matt Hayes. “Project Welcome Home 
became a larger effort to help honor Vietnam 
veterans and create a place for remembrance 
and learning.”

The Memorial Park, located behind the 
Aviation Pavilion on the Museum’s west 
campus, is free to the public and does not 
require Museum admission. For construction 
photos, behind-the-scenes restoration videos, 
or to honor the legacy of a veteran in your 
life, visit the Project Welcome Home website at 
museumofflight.org/WelcomeHome.   

For the Veterans

We Have 4 Stars
On Charity Navigator!
CHARITY NAVIGATOR, THE NATION’S LARGEST and most-utilized evaluator of charities, 
has awarded The Museum of Flight a 4-star rating. This rating indicates organizations 
that exceed industry standards and outperform other charities that fundraise for similar 
causes. Donors can be confident that organizations with 4-star ratings are financially healthy, 
accountable and transparent. Our rating is the result of decades of hard work by staff and 
volunteers who are passionate about preserving the history of aviation and space flight, and 
about inspiring young people to explore the wonders of aerospace.
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